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Anglia ESOL International Examinations 

Preliminary Level (A1) 
Paper DD116 

Please stick your candidate label here 

Writing Section [50] Marker’s ID 

CANDIDATE INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Time allowed – ONE hour and FIFTEEN minutes. 

 Make sure you have the correct candidate label in the box 

above. 

 Answer ALL the questions. 

 Use a black or blue PEN in the spaces provided. 

 You may use correcting fluid if necessary. 
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Section R1 (10 marks) 
Read this email from Ethan and answer all the questions. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are these sentences true or false?   Tick the correct box.  There is one example. 
 
 
 
 
Example: True False 

 Ethan is staying at his grandmother’s house. 
  

1. Ethan’s bedroom is small.   

2. The curtains are white.   

3. There is a radio in the bedroom.   

4. Ethan’s grandmother cooks every day.   

5. Ethan loves fish.   

  

 
 
Dear Jackie, 
 
How are you?   

I’m staying at my grandmother’s house in London.  I really like it here.  I have 
a little bedroom next to the bathroom.  It is very warm and comfortable.  The 
curtains are red and the carpet is white.  I have a radio and many books in my 
room too.  I help my grandmother every day.  She cooks the meals and I wash 
the plates.  My favourite meal is spaghetti.  My grandmother likes fish but I 
don’t.  I never eat it. 

Send me an email and tell me about your holiday. 
 
 
See you soon, 

Ethan 
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Section R2 (10 marks) 
Read the passage and answer the questions. There is one example. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: When does Angela usually go on holiday? 

 A  spring B  summer C  autumn D  winter 

     

1. How did the family travel to the airport?  

 A  by car B  by bus C  by train D  by taxi 

     

2. Where was the hotel?  

 A  near a shop B  near a café  C  near a pizzeria D  near the airport 

     

3. What did Angela’s brother do in the mountains?  

 A  walking B  taking photos C  skiing D  snowboarding 

     

4. What was the weather like on the last day?  

 A  foggy B  rainy C  windy D  sunny 

     

5. What did Angela do on the last day of the holiday?  

 A  read a book B  bought a magazine C  wrote a postcard D  went skiing 

  

Angela usually goes on holiday in summer but last year she went in winter.  She went 

skiing in the mountains with her family.  They got a bus to the airport and flew to 

France.  Then they got a train and a taxi to the hotel.  The hotel was in a small village.  

There were no shops or cafés there but the hotel was next to a pizzeria.  Angela went 

skiing every day.  Her brother didn’t like skiing.  He went snowboarding.  Angela’s 

mother and father walked in the village and took photos.  It was sunny and cold every 

day but on the last day, it rained.  Angela stayed in the hotel.  She read a book and her 

brother read a magazine and wrote a postcard. 
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Section R3 (10 marks)  

Choose the correct words and write them on the lines.  There is one example. 

 

Example: 
 The garden    wasn’t     very big. 
 A  haven’t B  didn’t C  wasn’t D  hasn’t 
  

1. The thief escaped from prison two days __________________. 
 A  yet B  ago C  since D  ever 
  

2. That is ____________________ dress in the shop. 
 A  the prettiest B  pretty C  as pretty D  prettier 

  

3. I always look at the stars in the sky __________________ night. 
 A  for B  with C  at D  on 
  

4. That is his bicycle and this one is ___________________. 
 A  she B  we C  they D  hers 
  

5. Paul likes ____________________ shells on the beach. 
 A  picking up B  pick up C  picked up D  picks up 
  

6. The chocolate ice cream isn’t ____________________ the lemon one. 
 A  nice B  as nice as C  nicer D  the nicest 
  

7. The comic had ____________________ interesting pictures in it. 
 A  lot B  much C  some D  any 
  

8. I have never _______________________ a sports competition. 
 A  to win B  won C  winning D  wins 
  

9. Amanda __________________ sleep last night because it was hot. 
 A  don’t B  wasn’t C  isn’t D  didn’t 
  

10. Your football team is great but ____________________ is terrible! 
 A  we B  my C  ours D  you 
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Section R4 (10 marks) 
Find the opposite word and write it in the box.  There is one example. 
 

 Answer  

Example: above below south 

 1. expensive  light 

 2. thin  on 

 3. high  open 

 4. north  below 

 5. off  fat 

 6. heavy  low 

 7. top  cheap 

 8. start  right 

 9. closed  finish 

 10. left  bottom 

 
 
Section R5 (10 marks) 
Read the following passage. Put the verb in brackets into the past tense OR the 
present tense.  There is one example. 

Last Sunday, Max and Tony (example)    went     (go) to the town centre.  In the 

morning, Max’s mum (1) ______________ (drive) them to the swimming pool.  They    

(2) ________________ (swim) in the pool for one hour. Then they                               

(3) ________________ (find) a nice café for lunch.  They (4) ______________ (eat) 

hamburgers and salad there.  In the afternoon, they (5) _______________ (see) a 

cricket match in the park.  They (6) ________________ (sit) on the grass and watched 

the match for two hours.  One of the players (7) _______________ (catch) a very fast 

ball.  It was exciting!  Max and Tony really (8) ________________ (enjoy) the day. 

 

Every Friday, Max (9) ________________ (meet) Tony at the sports centre.  They 

always (10) ________________ (play) tennis but now they want to learn cricket too.  
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Section W1 (5 marks) 
Write these sentences in the plural. 
 

Example: That child is laughing. 
  

 Those          children          are laughing. 

 

1. The cake has a cherry on it. 
  

 The cake has ___________________ on it.  

 

2. This beach is very clean. 
  

 These ___________________ are very clean. 

 

3. There is a beautiful scarf in the shop. 
  

 There are beautiful ___________________ in the shop. 

 

4. The book is about the life of a lucky man. 
  

 The book is about the ___________________ of lucky men. 

 

5. The party is in the evening. 
  

 The ____________________ are in the evening. 

  __ 
 5 Ang

lia
 E

xa
mina

tio
ns

 S
am

ple
 P

ap
er



Marks 

Awarded 

 

 

Preliminary DD116 (A1) Page 6 of 11 

Section W2 (10 marks)  
Write the questions. 
 

Example: 

 He likes chocolate biscuits. 
  

 

Does he like chocolate biscuits                                                               ? 

  

1. Charlie left school last year.  

  

 Did                                                                                                         ? 

  

2. Ellie can play ice hockey. 

  

 Can                                                                                                         ? 

  

3. The postman is delivering the letters. 

  

 Is                                                                                                            ? 

  

4. Tom dropped the eggs. 

  

 Who                                                                                                      ? 

  

5. The girls like chocolate. 

  

 

What                                                                                                      ? 
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Section W3 (10 marks) 
Answer these questions.  Use full sentences.  There is one example. 
 

Example: 
 How many bedrooms are there in your home? 

 There are three bedrooms in my home. 
  

1. Which school do you go to? 

  
  

2. What colour are your eyes? 

  
  

3. What did you do last weekend? 

  
  

4. What time did you go to bed last night? 

  
  

5. Who is your best friend? 

  

 
 
 
Section W4 (5 marks) 
Write five sentences about My family. 

 

  

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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Section W5 (10 marks) 
What can you see in the picture?  Write 5 sentences. 
Use the words below.  There is one example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The dog  read 

The man  watch 

The woman  chase 

The girl  wash 

The boy  carry 

The cat  play 

Example: 

 The dog is watching a butterfly. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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Section W6 (10 marks) 
Fill in the form. 
 
  

JOIN OUR FASHION CLUB! 

First name:  

Surname:  

Date of Birth:  

Nationality:  

What is your favourite 

colour for clothes? 

 

Who do you go shopping 

with? 

 

What clothes do you 

wear at the weekend? 
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Blank page 
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